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Col. John Faulkner is the vice commander of the 20th Air Force (Air Force Space Command) and ICBM Task Force 214 (United States Strategic Command) commander of the 90th Maintenance Group at Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo.  20th Air Force and Task Force 214 are responsible for the nation's ICBM force, including three operational space wings, with over 9,500 assigned personnel.  As vice commander, he serves as the designated successor and principal advisor to the commander, 20th Air Force and assists the commander in the performance of his duties and responsibilities.  He is also the director of the 100-person headquarters staff.

Colonel Faulkner was born in Des Moines, Iowa, and was commissioned through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps program at the University of Pittsburgh in 1979.  He has held a variety of leadership positions in the maintenance, operations, and logistics fields, at the squadron, wing, major command, and Air Force headquarters level, and command of the 341st Logistics Support Squadron and the 341st Maintenance Squadron.
Col. Faulkner’s initial assignment was Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota.  There he performed duty as a launch control officer, evaluator, senior evaluator, and twice represented the wing in the annual missile competition.  Additionally, Colonel Faulkner served in staff positions in the Wing Command Post and as an Emergency War Order instructor.  

Col. Faulkner was then stationed at Offutt AFB, Nebraska.  Colonel Faulkner served as an Emergency Actions Officer, transmitting nuclear control orders to the nation's nuclear alert force and providing direct support to the Commander in Chief, Strategic Air Command. 

The next duty assignment was to the Air Force Institute of Technology.  He finished the 15-month Masters of Science Degree in Logistics Management program at the top of his class.  Colonel Faulkner then transitioned to maintenance duty at F. E. Warren AFB, Wyoming, earning his "wrench" as the Maintenance Supervisor of the 90th Field Missile Maintenance Squadron.

Colonel Faulkner was once again a student, this time at the Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama.  This was followed by a return to unit maintenance at Malmstrom AFB, Montana.  Duties at Malmstrom included planning and oversight of the conversion of Minuteman II launch facilities to Minuteman III, with the realignment of missiles from Grand Forks to Malmstrom.  The tour was highlighted by consecutive commands in the 341st Logistics Support Squadron and the 341st Maintenance Squadron.  The squadrons won the Maintenance Effectiveness Awards in 1996 (LSS) and 1997 (MXS).

Following command, Colonel Faulkner assumed duty as the sole Missile Maintenance Officer on the Air Staff.  During two years at the Pentagon he worked on the Single Reentry Vehicle conversion plan for Minuteman III and the combination of the Munitions and Missile Maintenance career fields.  Washington assignments were interrupted by 10 months at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.  This exposure to the Joint environment prepared Colonel Faulkner for an assignment as the Chief, Emergency Management Division, Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Alexandria, Virginia. There he was responsible for providing policy guidance, support and exercise programs to elements of the DoD and other government agencies that respond to nuclear weapons accidents/incidents and nuclear counter terrorism worldwide.

EDUCATION:

1979 
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania

1985 
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama (Distinguished Graduate)

1985 
Master's Degree in Business Administration, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks N D

1989 
Master’s Degree in Logistics Management, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (Distinguished Graduate)

1993
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama (Top Third Graduate)

2000
Master’s Degree in National Security Studies, Naval War College, Newport Rhode Island (Distinguished Graduate)

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.  Jun 1979 - Sep 1979, student, ICBM Initial Qualification Training, Vandenberg AFB CA

2.  Sep 1979 - Apr 1980, Deputy Missile Combat Crew Commander (DMCCC), 447th Strategic 

Missile Squadron (SMS), Grand Forks AFB ND 

3. Apr 1980-May 1981, Standardization/Evaluation DMCCC, Grand Forks AFB ND

4. May 1981-May 1982, Senior Standardization/Evaluation DMCCC, Grand Forks AFB ND

5. May 1982-Dec 1982, Missile Combat Crew Commander, 446 SMS, Grand Forks AFB ND

6. Dec 1982-Jan 1984, Emergency Actions Controller, 319th Bomb Wing, Grand Forks AFB ND

7. Jan 1984-Nov 1984, Emergency War Order Instructor, 321st Strategic Missile Wing, Grand Forks AFB ND

8. Nov 1984-May 1985, Emergency Actions Controller, Strategic Air Command Headquarters, Omaha NE

9. May 1985-Jul 1985, Student, Squadron Officer’s School, Maxwell AFB AL

10. Jul 1985-May 1986, Emergency Actions Controller, Strategic Air Command Headquarters, Omaha NE

11. May 1986-May 1987, Chief, Combat Control Training, Strategic Air Command Headquarters, Omaha NE

12. May 1987-May 1988, Deputy Chief, Command Control Briefing, Strategic Air Command Headquarters, Omaha NE

13. May 1988-Sep 1989, Student, School of Systems and Logistics, Wright-Patterson AFB OH

14. Sep 1989-Aug 1992, Maintenance Supervisor, 90th Field Missile Maintenance Squadron, F E Warren AFB WY

15. Aug 1992-Jun 1993, Student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB AL

16. Jun 1993-Sep 1995, Maintenance Control Officer, 341st Logistics Support Squadron, Malmstrom AFB MT

17. Sep 1995-Jul 1996, Commander, 341st Logistics Support Squadron, Malmstrom AFB MT

18. Jul 1996-Jul 1997, Commander, 341st Maintenance Squadron, Malmstrom AFB MT

19. Jul 1997-Aug 1999, Chief, Missile Systems Logistics, Directorate of Maintenance, Headquarters Air Force, Pentagon Washington DC

20. Jul 1999-Jun 2000, Student, Naval War College, Newport Rhode Island

21. Jun 2000-May 2002, Chief, Emergency Management Division, Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Alexandria Virginia

22. May 2002-July 2004, Commander, 90th Maintenance Group, F. E. Warren AFB, Wyoming

23. July 2003 – Present, vice commander, 20th Air Force (Air Force Space Command) and ICBM Task Force 214 (United States Strategic Command), Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo.
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Joint Achievement Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters

Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Combat Readiness Medal

National Defense Service Medal

Air Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon with four oak leaf clusters

Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon

Air Force Training Ribbon

(Current as of Sept. 04)
