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90TH SPACE WING
90th Space Wing Office of Public Affairs 5305 Randall Ave.  F.E. Warren AFB, WY 82005-2271 Phone (307) 773-3381


COLONEL BARRY D. KISTLER
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Col. Barry D. Kistler is the vice commander of the 90th Space Wing, Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo. The wing provides nuclear deterrence for America by operating, maintaining, securing, and supporting the nation’s most powerful ICBM wing.

Commissioned as a second lieutenant from Officer Training School in January 1979, his career started as a security police officer at Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.  Completing his first tour, he career broadened into missile operations and was assigned to the 351st Strategic Missile Wing, Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.  His next assignment was to project TOP HAND where he participated in the operational test and evaluation launches of the Minuteman II and III intercontinental ballistic missile weapon systems.  He was then assigned as the chief of protocol for the 1st Strategic Aerospace Division, later named the Strategic Missile Center.  

Moving to the Pentagon, he worked as an ICBM research and development program manager working for the Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition.  After serving as the executive officer to the Director, Strategic, Long Range, Airlift, and Training Programs, he attended Air Command and Staff College.  Upon graduation, he moved to F. E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo., where he served on the 90th Logistics Group staff.  Moving to the 90th Operations Group he served as a squadron operations officer and later as commander of the 400th Missile Squadron.  Completing his command tour, he attended the Naval War College and then moved to Headquarters Air Force Space Command serving in the operations and personnel directorates.  His next assignment was to the 50th Operations Group, Schriever Air Force Base, Colo., as the deputy commander. Previous to his current assignment Col. Kistler was the commander, 341st Support Group, Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont.

EDUCATION:

1975 Bachelor of science degree in criminal justice, Tarkio College, Tarkio, Mo.

1979 Security Police Academy, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas

1981 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1982 Master of science degree in criminal justice management, University of South Dakota

1985
Marine Corps Command and Staff College, by correspondence

1994 Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1995 Air War College, by seminar

1998 Naval War College, masters degree in national security and strategic studies, Newport, R.I.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. January 1979 – June 1979, flight security officer, 44th Missile Security Squadron, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.

2. June 1979 – September 1982, shift commander; assistant operations officer, 44th Security Police Squadron, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.

3. October 1982 – March 1983, student, Initial Qualification Training, Minuteman II ICBM, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

4. April 1983 – September 1987, missile combat crew commander; flight commander; instructor missile combat crew commander; assistant operations officer, 510th Strategic Missile Squadron, 351st Strategic Missile Wing, Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.

5. September 1987 – March 1989, assistant chief, ICBM Test Operations Division, project TOP HAND, 1st Strategic Aerospace Division, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

6. March 1989 – August 1990, chief of protocol, Strategic Missile Center, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

7. September 1990 – July 1992, chief, ICBM Force Programming, Directorate of Strategic, Long Range, Airlift, and Training Programs, Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

8. July 1992 – July 1993, executive officer, Directorate of Strategic, Long Range, Airlift, and Training Programs, Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

9. August 1993 – June 1994, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

10. July 1994 – September 1994, chief of quality assurance, 90th Logistics Group, F. E. Warren Air Force Base, Cheyenne, Wyo.

11. October 1994 – July 1995, operations officer, 320th Missile Squadron, F. E. Warren Air Force Base, Cheyenne, Wyo.

12. July 1995 – June 1997, commander, 400th Missile Squadron, F. E. Warren Air Force Base, Cheyenne, Wyo.

13. August 1997 – June 1998, student, Naval War College, Newport, R.I.

14. July 1998 – September 1998, chief, Operational Test and Evaluation Branch, Headquarters Air Force Space Command, Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.

15. September 1998 – March 2000, chief, Senior Officer Matters, Headquarters Air Force Space Command, Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.

16. March 2000 – June 2001, deputy commander, 50th Operations Group, Schriever Air Force Base, Colo.

17. June 2001-July 2003, commander, 341st Support Group, Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont.

18. July 2003 - Present, vice commander, 90th Space Wing, Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo.

BADGES:
Master Missile Operations Badge

Master Space Badge

Basic Security Forces Badge

WEAPON SYSTEM QUALIFICATIONS: 

Minuteman II Intercontinental Ballistic Missile System

Minuteman III Intercontinental Ballistic Missile System

Peacekeeper Intercontinental Ballistic Missile System

MILSTAR Satellite Communications System

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Legion of Merit

Bronze Star

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Combat Readiness Medal

National Defense Service Medal

Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant

Jan 10, 1979

First Lieutenant


Jan 10, 1981

Captain



Jan 10, 1983

Major



Mar 9, 1990

Lieutenant Colonel

Feb 1, 1995

Colonel



Jan 1, 2001

(Current as of January 2004)

