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Hoops’ ShotsLt. Col. Rick Lawrence
90th Logistics Readiness Squadron commander

You’ve heard about the upcoming Operational
Readiness Inspection, but how about the Expedition-
ary Readiness Inspection? The ERI is a new type of
inspection evaluating our wing’s capability to deploy
troops ready to perform their mission in a war zone.
The 90th Space Wing is only the third wing in Air
Force Space Command to receive this new type of
inspection. Individual deployment readiness is abso-
lutely key to the top-notch ERI grade our wing de-
serves.

Many of us have endured deployment meetings,
refresher training classes, and mobility processing
while handling our daily mission requirement to
operate, maintain and secure on-alert ICBMs. Our
wing has made significant improvements over the past
year with regard to tweaking and honing our large-
scale deployment machine. Due to the endurance and
professionalism of our unit commanders, unit deploy-
ment managers and deploying members, our hours of
preparation and exercise executions will soon pay big
dividends.

As we now dot our “I’s” and cross our “T’s” within
our unit deployment programs, commanders and
UDMs should take a few extra minutes to sit with unit
leaders to discuss manning shortfalls, individual
readiness issues, ART reporting and prepare unit
personnel and cargo for an all out major theater war
deployment tasking scenario. Be sure to conduct bag
drags, check mobility folders, and ensure all deploy-
ment training is complete.  Also, be ready when the IG
challenges the squadron commander’s reasoning
behind ART “RED”-coded unit type codes.

As we look at our unit deployment postured person-
nel, remember that during a major theater war-type
scenario, “normal” AEF rules are thrown out. Each Air
Force wing is expected to step up and fill specific
tasking requirements with personnel resources as the
supported commander requests. More than 200 per-
sonnel from across our wing will be tasked to move out
quickly, processing through the 90th Logistic Readi-
ness Squadron deployment processing center in 72
hours or less. Let’s attack our common challenge, the
IG, with the fervor and professionalism that has made
the 90th Space Wing a world recognized war-fighting
machine.

I’m Proud to serve with you and good luck with the ERI!

On The Cover...

How Ready Are
You For The ERI?

Photo by 1st Lt. Nicole Walters

This past week was
filled with things new,
challenging and exciting.
On the new side I had
the honor of being
interviewed by Airman
Monica Wong, 90th
Missile Security Forces
Squadron. She’s part of
our very active Asian-
Pacific Heritage Commit-
tee. She asked me
several questions about
my Hawaiian heritage. It
was a fun interview - it
was not lost on me that
we had this young
professional who’s
dedicated to protecting
one of our most precious
rights - freedom of the
press - while also acting
as a reporter — very
cool!

Our wing went
through a very compre-
hensive exercise -
tornadoes, kidnappings
and all sorts of mayhem.
It was a privilege to
stand out in the snow
and watch our tactical
response force team
make the assault that
rescued our hostage - in
this case our vice
commander, Col. Barry
Kistler. My hat’s off to
2nd Lt. Wendy Allison,
Master Sgt. Kevin
Halstead, Tech. Sgt.
David Alvarez, Staff
Sgt. Troy Grubaugh
and Staff Sgt. Alissa
Stroh, 90th Security
Forces Squadron.

As most of you
noticed, we spent a day
or so in FPC Charlie and
we posted it out accord-
ingly. This can’t be done
by defenders alone - it
takes the whole team to
protect our base. I
especially want to
acknowledge Tech. Sgt.
William Pacheco and
Staff Sgt. Jack
Cohenour for tackling
the huge task of posting
out defenders and
augmentees on such
short notice. And let me
salute our many
augmentees who were
activated, taken away
from their normal duties,
lost time off and de-
fended our base and most
critical resources in
superb fashion. I was
especially impressed

visiting with Senior
Airman Jason
Daniels, 90th Missile
Operations Squadron
and from 90th Civil
Engineer Squadron,
Senior Airman David
Huerta and Airmen 1st
Class Gregory
Schreiner, Kevin
Segreti and Issac
Macias.

Things were also well
in hand at the “W.” I
visited with two
augmentees working at
a distant surveillance
site - Staff Sgt. David
Kij, 90 MOS, and
Airman 1st Class
Henry Joseph, 90 CES.
They were alert, ready
for anything and very
glad it had stopped
snowing. Inside the “W”
the defenders of Charlie
Flight were on top of
everything. I received a
great post brief from
Airman 1st Class
Sherman Hardy. It was
his good fortune to give
three post briefs in 10
minutes - well done!
The entry controller was
Airman 1st Class
Damon Corso. He
made a lasting impres-
sion with his choice of
unique and selective
camo painting! Spirits
were high and these
warriors made me very
proud!

Myself, and a large,
loud and proud contin-
gent from Team Warren
attended the Air Force
Space Command
Outstanding Airmen of
the Year banquet. I can
hardly explain the thrill
it was to hear our own
Tech. Sgt. Teresa
Mossoni’s name being
called as Best NCO in
AFSPC! My ears are still
ringing from the cheers
of the triplets: Staff
Sgts. LeKesha Wash-
ington and Shae
Alamo along with Sgt.
Mossoni. Now she’s off
to represent our entire
command for a shot at
being one of the Air
Force’s 12 Outstanding
Airmen! We’re proud of
you and all who helped
you achieve this goal.

 --Col. Hoops

Have a news, sports

or commentary story

idea for the Warren

Sentinel? Contact the

public affairs office at

773-3381.
Staff Sgt. Paul Snow, 790th

Missile Support Squadron,

poses with fellow squadron

members April 23.
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Elizabeth McClain
90th Civil Engineer Squadron

Five kitchens in the 321st Mis-
sile Squadron’s Missile Alert Fa-
cilities in Colorado and Nebraska
are currently undergoing renova-
tions by contractors in an effort
to make the kitchens more effi-
cient and safe through the year
2020.

The kitchens are being demol-
ished to the bare walls with all
appliances, wall coverings and
plumbing fixtures being re-
placed.

The kitchens no longer meet
the current fire codes; therefore
the reconstruction will bring the
kitchens up to the most current
standards. They will become
equipped with the latest com-
mercial fire suppression hood
systems above the stoves, which
will quickly extinguish a fire. All
new appliances, such as a new
freezer and commercial dish-
washer are also being installed.

The project is being completed
ahead of schedule, according to
Mr. Jerry Padilla, 90th Civil En-
gineer Squadron construction in-
spection supervisor. The renova-
tion crew has 35 days to complete
each project and is only taking
three and a half weeks. One
kitchen is completely done, while
another is half way there.

The response from the chefs
have been very positive, said Mr.
Padilla.

The project began in February
and is expected to last until July.

A mobile field kitchen that
safely stores food is being used
to serve the regular menu to the
MAF missile combat crews while
the construction takes place.

During the past two years ten
other MAF kitchens have been
renovated in the 319th and the
320th Missile Squadrons. Since
this is their second time around,
no problems are expected.

“Things are going along very
smoothly,” Mr. Padilla said.

Military
Renovates
These Old
Kitchens

Deb Parker
90th Services Squadron

May is Asian-Pacific Islander Month when ev-
ery country and culture in the Pacific Rim vies
for notice. Cheyenne, the motherland of “Fron-
tier Days,” is an unexpected, yet synergistic, lo-
cation to celebrate not only my Hawaiian ranch-
ing heritage, but also Cinco de Mayo!

It’s incorrect to assume cowboys are an
American invention. When the west was still
the “east in 13 colonies” and the Bill of Rights
had just been ratified, Hawaiians had already
“owned” cattle for 80 years. My island ances-
tors were wrangling longhorns as a burgeon-
ing business 50 years before “haoles” (white
Americans) ever thought of organizing wild-
steers from horse’s backs.

Hispanic meets Hawaiian
Shortly after Custer “stood last,” my island boys

learned stock tending from the best in the world:
Three Spanish-Mexican-Indian “vaqueros” by the
name of Louzada, Ramon, and Kosuth. As special
invitees of the island monarchy, these vaqueros im-
parted three centuries worth of roping and riding
skills while styling in the flashy gear of Mexican
horsemanship. Hawaiians called these sharp-dressed
men, “paniolos,” Hawaii-speak for “espanol,” which
Hawaiian cowboys have since been called.

With a half a century of experience
Hawaiian paniolos caught nationwide attention

Photo by 1st Lt. Darrick Lee

Birds-Eye View
Capt. Kirsten Burgess, Colorado State University Air Force ROTC instructor, gets an airborne view of Warren with help

from the 37th Helicopter Flight. Capt. Burgess escorted her cadets on a tour of Warren April 23. The cadets learned about

the 90th Space Wing’s Mission, the history of Warren and received briefings from several units on base.

Aloha and Hola

during the 1908 Cheyenne Frontier Days Rodeo.
Imagine the surprised faces when Hawaiian “in-
vader,” Ikua Purdy, swept the World Rodeo Steer-
Roping Championship in 1 minute, 6 seconds on a
borrowed horse in the rain.

The Cheyenne newspaper that day was none too
kind:  “...the idea of a Hawaiian cowboy defeating a
real cowboy at the cowboy’s own particular game...”

The paniolo is still the backbone of my family’s
cattle ranch, however, without the initial training of
those first Mexican vaqueros, Hawaiian steers would
be feral and there wouldn’t be the unique Hawaiian
cowboy culture.

So, Happy Cinco de Mayo in honor of those paniolo-
training vaqueros!  Ole!

Courtesy Photo

Ikua Purdy competes in the 1908 Cheyenne Frontier Days Rodeo.

The Hawaiian-born Purdy won the 1908 World Rodeo Steer Roping

Championship with a time of 1 minute 6 seconds.

News
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Photo by 1st Lt. Darrick Lee

Found in Translation

Col. (Ret.) Haskal Cohen receives a translated Yugoslavian document he was given in WWII

from 2nd Lts. Billy Willard, 90th Security Forces Squadron, and Kelly Shelton, 90th Space

Wing. Col. Cohen held on to it for sentimental value though he never was able to have it

translated. He brought the document to the Company Grade Officer Professional Development

class when he was a guest speaker. Staff Sgt. Tim Armstrong, a linguist instructor at Goodfellow

Air Force Base, Texas, took the document as a favor to the Warren CGOs and made the

translation a class project, and Col. Cohen received the framed certificates April 23.

Photo by 1st Lt. Nicole Walters

Relax
Katie Stallings, a Warren family member, enjoys a massage at

the chapel retreat. The retreat was located at the Terry Bison

Ranch. Deemed a huge success, the chapel retreat gave ladies a

chance to relax, renew and rejuvenate their spirituality. For

information on more chapel programs, call 773-3434.
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Warren’s Chefs
Guardian Challenge 2004

Photo by Liz Saucier

Tech. Sgt. Sean Cope
400th Missile Operations
Squadron

The 90th Space Wing is
sending two of its most expe-
rienced missile field chefs to
fire up the competition at this
year’s Guardian Challenge. In
2002, Warren was awarded

Best Chefs in the 20th Air
Force. They have every inten-
tion of reclaiming the trophy
this year.

Staff Sgt. Sandra Sturkie,
90th Operations Support
Squadron, and Airman 1st
Class Holly Hood of the 321st
Missile Squadron were se-
lected to represent the 90th

Space Wing and bring it
home.

 “I’m so thankful I made
the team. It’s a great chance
to broaden my experience
and knowledge in services.
We will give it our very best
effort,” Sgt. Sturkie said.

These two determined
chefs have been training
exhaustively on every sce-
nario imaginable. Their al-

ternate, Airman Steven
Metz and trainer Tech. Sgt.
Sean Cope, continue to be
tireless in their effort to

push them into the winner’s
circle.

The chef competition consists
of three events worth 300 points.
The first event is marksmanship
and is worth 75 points. It con-
sists of a pinpoint course of ei-
ther M-16 live fire or M-16 simu-
lator. The second is the “fuel
fired field equipment” challenge,
which in the past has included
the use of “Prime ribs” deploy-
ment equipment and is worth
150 points. The last event is the
food preparation portion and is
the longest, most grueling part
of all, lasting more than two
hours. The scenarios for all
events are not revealed until the
competition is practically under
way which adds tremendously to
the excitement of the games.

Whether they are firing up the
grill, or firing a weapon on the
range, our chefs will prevail in
2004.

“It’s a great chance
to broaden my
exerience and
knowledge in

services.”
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Communications Squadron
Guardian Challenge 2004

Master Sgt. Jared Postula

90th Communications Squadron

The time of year is upon us again where

the best of the best come together to com-

pete for the Blanchard Trophy and the

right to be declared champions during

Guardian Challenge 2004. In the commu-

nications squadron, the privilege to com-

pete rotates annually amongst the four

missile communications work centers.

This year the 90th Communications

Squadron will showcase a team of highly

qualified technicians from the Strategic

Communications work center. This team

of experts will compete with communica-

tors from Malmstrom Air Force Base,

Mont., and Minot Air Force Base, S.D., to

decide who has the best STRATCOM

technicians in Air Force Space Command.

Senior Airman Christopher Thompson

heads up this year’s team. Staff Sgt.

David Sellers joins him. Airman 1st Class

Michael Woods is the alternate, while Photo by Liz Saucier

Tech. Sgt. Dave Wedding is in charge of

training this year’s team. With the skills,

talent and technical know-how, Warren

will surely be the team to beat. The team

has endured a grueling training sched-

ule consisting of eight hours of classroom

and hands-on training over the past four

weeks.

When this team finally gets to Vanden-

berg AFB, Calif., they will tackle one of

the most challenging tasks

their work center performs:

troubleshooting and repair of

the Missile Maintenance Test

Set. This system ties in and

“With the skills,
talent and technical
know-how Warren
will surely be the
team to beat.”

tests all the equipment that makes up
the Strategic Automated Command and
Control System. The SACCS is a 1980s
based computer system that is the pri-
mary command and control communica-
tions system for the missile wings.

Despite the complexity of the task at
hand, our team will be more than ready
to compete in Guardian Challenge 2004,
and will prove the 90 COMM “Leads the
Way”.
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Master Sgt. William Medema

20th Air Force historian

Tech. Sgt. Alan D. Landers

90th Space Wing historian

On the 50-year path of space

and missile development, the Air

Force embarked on programs in-

volving both major weapons sys-

tems and smaller missile deploy-

ments at what are now little

known installations. The SM-62

“Snark” Missile grew from a 1945

request by the Army Air Forces for

a missile with intercontinental

range capable of carrying a

nuclear warhead. In response to

the request, the Northrop Corpo-

ration began development of a

subsonic, turbo-jet-powered mis-

sile nicknamed after a Lewis

Carroll poem, The Hunting of the

Snark.

The Snark had a unique design.

Instead of a ballistic weapon, the

Snark was an interim-type, air

breathing intercontinental

weapon launched from a mobile

platform by two booster rocket en-

gines with a 42-foot wingspan.

These propelled the Snark to fly-

ing speed in four seconds, then jet-

tisoned and the missile continued

in flight, powered by an internal

jet engine. The missile navigated

by internal celestial guidance and

as it arrived over the target the

nose section with the warhead de-

tached and fell in a trajectory to

the target. The Snark program ex-

perienced multiple test and pro-

duction problems and a program

estimated for deployment in two

and a half years took until 1958

before the first operational Snark

unit stood up.

The problems associated with

the missile as well as its relative

slow speed (650 mph) made Stra-

tegic Air Command planners skep-

tical of its value as a nuclear de-

terrent. Despite reservations, SAC

went ahead with the program and

the Strategic Missile Site Selection

Panel designated Presque Isle Air

Force Base, Maine, as the site for

the first Snark missile base March

21, 1957.  The Presque Isle wing

placed its first Snark missile on

alert March 18, 1960. By the end

The Hunting of the Snark

of the fiscal year, they completed

deployment of four of

the missiles and SAC

declared the wing op-

erational Feb. 28, 1961.

The legacy of the

Snark, the 702 SMW

and operational mis-

siles was destined to

be short-lived. SAC’s

perception of the

Snark’s vulnerability

and questionable operational

value further convinced Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy to order

the phase out of the missile.

SAC inactivated the 702 SMW

June 25, 1961, less than four

months after it was declared op-

erational.

The operational service of both

the Snark and the 702

SMW was certainly one

of the briefest in Air

Force history. The Snark

established the feasibil-

ity of cruise missiles that

were eventually devel-

oped and deployed by

the Air Force. The long

hard road to deployment

of the Snark heralded

the deployment of the Atlas, Ti-

tan, Jupiter, and Minuteman

missile weapon systems. As SAC

prepared for it’s worldwide deter-

rent mission, the Snark deploy-

ment showed planners the good

and the ugly of future missile de-

ployment.

Courtesy Photo
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Anime Night
    New and classic

anime movies will be

featured at the FTAC

center every Thursday

from 6 to 11 p.m. Old-

school video games

will also be available.

For more information,

contact Airman 1st

Class Ian Redding at

773-4204.

GC Send-off
The Guardian Chal-

lenge send-off will be

8:15 a.m., Sunday at the

Trail’s End east parking

lot. The scoreposting

will be 7 p.m., Thursday

evening at the Trail’s

End. The return was

not established at the

time of publication.

Hydrant Flush
The Civil Engineer-

ing utilities shop will be

conducting fire hydrant

flushing and sewer

maintenance until June

18.  This is required

testing and mainte-

nance - not a water

break. You may experi-

ence discolored water.

This should last just a

short period and will

only require occupants

to run the taps for a

short time.  For more in-

formation, contact Tech

Sgt. Michael Yuktonis at

773-2792.

Parade Needs

Volunteers
The “Cinco De Mayo

Hispanos Unidos” Com-

mittee will be having their

Annual Cinco De Mayo

parade 10:00 a.m., May 1

in downtown Cheyenne.

They are in need of vol-

unteers to be parade mar-

shals and parking coordi-

nators.

Parade marshals will

be charged with standing

by parade barricades dur-

ing the parade to ensure

that traffic does not inter-

fere with the parade. Af-

ter the parade, the festivi-

ties will continue at the

Holiday Inn (off S. Greeley

Hwy & I-80).  Parking Co-

ordinators will be in

charge of directing traffic

and making sure all ve-

hicles are parked in the

designated areas at the

Holiday Inn.

For more information,

or to volunteer, contact

Tech. Sgt. Clemente Soto

at 773-5428 or Master Sgt.

Rob Palos at 773-4613.

Asian Pacific

Heritage Month
An Asian Pacific Heri-

tage Month food sampling

is scheduled for 11:30 a.m.

to 1:30 p.m. at the Trans

High Bay May 14. Along

with the food will be per-

formances, contests and

demonstrations. For more

information, contact 2nd

Lt. Jessica Luna at 773-

4448.

Caselot Sale

The commissary will be

having a caselot sale on

May 14 from 10 - 5 p.m.

and May 15 from 8 - 5

p.m. Name brand items

will be offered at low

prices, and first come first

served! For information

about the Defense Com-

missary Agency, log on to

www.commissaries.com.

Thrift Savings Plan
Effective immediately,

all Thrift Savings Plan

changes, starts, and stops

should be accomplished on

the myPay System. Open

season for TSP is through

June 30.

To change the invest-

ment of your contributions

(C, G, F, I or S funds), visit

the TSP Web site at

www.tsp.gov, or call the

ThriftLine at 504-255-

8777.

Museum Hours

Modified

Due to unforseen mu-

seum staff shortage until

July 1, the museum will

close on weekdays for

lunch from approximately

11:30 - 12:30 p.m. Periodi-

cally, the museum will be

closed for weekly staff

meetings, also. For more

information, call 773-2980.

Youth Track and
Field Day

A youth track and field

day will be held 10 a.m.

May 10 at the Parade

Field. Participants may be-

gin signing up at the Pa-

rade Field at 9:30 a.m.

All family members ages

5-18 of active duty, DoD ci-

vilian, guard, reserve and

military retirees are in-

vited to participate in: long

jump, relay races, 70 meter

dash, sack race, 500 meter

run, and balloon relays.

Awards will be given for

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in

each event. In the event of

inclement weather the

meet will be postponed un-

til May 22.

Youth Tennis

Lessons
Youth ages 6 - 16 can

learn the basics of ten-
nis during a two week
session held June 14 -
25. Registration begins
May 17 to June 4.
Classes will be held
Mon, Wed, and Fri
from 10 - 11 a.m., at the
base tennis courts
across from 20th Air
Force. All equipment is
provided. The cost is
$20 per child and in-
cludes a tennis polo
shirt and an end-of-
class ice cream party.
The class is limited to
the first 20 students.

To register stop by
the Youth Center and
sign up today. Classes
will be filled on a first
come basis. Volunteers
needed: If you would
like to help with these
and other Youth Sports
activities. Polo shirts
will be provided to all
volunteers. For more
information contact
Youth Sports 773-2564.

6*4

Mayoral Day
  The first Tuesday of

the month is Mayoral

Day.
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Sports and Recreation

Lorri Welsh
90th Services Squadron

The May Fitness Month promo-
tion encourages our base commu-
nity members to earn points by
participating in fitness activities
throughout the month. The more
fitness activities you do, the more
points you earn, the greater your
chances of winning great prizes
such as Foot of the Rockies gift
certificates and MP3 players!
Twenty points completes a card for
a guaranteed prize of a T-shirt,
water bottle, goodie bag and your
completed cards are entry forms
for the grand prize drawings. May
Fitness Month is a Services and
HAWC promotion made possible
through a local sponsorship with
Tyrrell-Doyle Auto Center, War-
ren Federal Credit Union, Foot of
the Rockies and Powerade. No fed-
eral endorsement of sponsors is
intended.

May Fitness Month events are:
♦ Gait Analysis- Noon to 1

p.m., Wednesday, Brown Bag at
HAWC. Must call HAWC to sched-
ule. 1 pt.
♦ 5K Fun Run- 10 a.m.,

Thursday, at Freedom Hall. Sign
up by Tuesday. 5 pts.
♦ Running Clinics- 1 to 2

p.m., Thursday, and 2 to 3 p.m.,
May 26, at the HAWC. Must call
HAWC to schedule. 3 pts.
♦ Weight Training Clinic-

Noon to 1 p.m., May 11, at the
HAWC. Must call HAWC to sched-
ule. 2 pts.

Play May Fitness Month
2004 For Fun And Prizes

♦ PT Challenge - 1 p.m., May
13, at the indoor track. Sign up by
May 11.  3 pts.
♦ America’s Armed Forces

Kids Run, Bike Rodeo and
Track Meet- 9 a.m., May 15, at
Argonne Parade Field, 5 pts.
♦ Visit the HAWC- 10 a.m. to

4 p.m., May 15, at Frontier Mall. 2
pts.
♦ Bench Press Competition-

2 p.m., May 20, at the indoor track.
Sign up by May 18. 3 pts.
♦ Performance Meal Plan-

ning- 11 a.m. to noon, May 20, at
the HAWC. Must call HAWC to
schedule. 2 pts.
♦ Hip Hop Hoops- 10 p.m. to

1 a.m., May 28, at Freedom Hall.
3 pts.
♦ Bolder Boulder- May 31.

Sign up for the free bus at Outdoor
Rec. 5 pts. for running.

Additional points can be earned
for daily workouts, aerobic, spin-
ning, exercise classes, HAWC blood
pressure screening, circuit train-
ing by the HAWC and scoring well
on your PT test. Even if you score
poorly you get points for attending
the required classes. Pick up a May
Fitness Month calendar and card
starting May 1 at Freedom Hall,
the Indoor Track, or the Aquatic
Center. Completed cards must be
turned in by noon, June 4 to Free-
dom Hall or the HAWC booth at
the ATWIND picnic to be part of
the prize drawings.

For more information, contact
the Services Marketing Office at
773-2858.

Pee Wee (Ages 3-6)

Michael Smith 75  (Average 56)

Brianna Hurst 90  (Average 72)

Bantam-Prep (Ages 6-11)

Josh Cooper 488 (High Series Hdcp)

Molly Campbell 502

Kory Bond 195  (High Game Hdcp)

Jennifer Mitchell 204

Junior-Major  (Ages 12-21)

Derrrick Ferguson 706  (High Series Hdcp)

Anya Cox 683

Anthony Linde 272  (High Game Hdcp)

Kristen Hereford 259

Youth Bowling Scores

The Annual awards picnic will begin at noon, May 16 at the Pioneer Park gym.

Get theGet theGet theGet theGet the
latestlatestlatestlatestlatest
GuardianGuardianGuardianGuardianGuardian
ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge
20042004200420042004
news andnews andnews andnews andnews and
photosphotosphotosphotosphotos
at:at:at:at:at:
w w w . v a n d e n b e r g . a f . m i l /w w w . v a n d e n b e r g . a f . m i l /w w w . v a n d e n b e r g . a f . m i l /w w w . v a n d e n b e r g . a f . m i l /w w w . v a n d e n b e r g . a f . m i l /
Guardian_Challenge/index.htmlGuardian_Challenge/index.htmlGuardian_Challenge/index.htmlGuardian_Challenge/index.htmlGuardian_Challenge/index.html
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Stefan T. Bocchino
Air Force Space Command
Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Colo. - Five distinguished
Airmen were recognized at Air
Force Space Command’s Out-
standing Airmen of the Year ban-
quet here April 22.

The banquet culminated an
event that started April 19 with
the arrival of
the award
n o m i n e e s .
Twenty Air-
men were
n o m i n a t e d
from eight
AFSPC bases.

“The annual
award pro-
gram is a great
way to reward the ‘best of the
best,’” said Chief Master Sgt.
Ronald Kriete, AFSPC command
chief. “Tonight was just a small
representation of what we have at
Space Command. Each one of the
winners rose to the very top. I
think we have outstanding men
and women in Space Command.”

The winners in each category
were:

Noncommissioned officer of
the year - Tech. Sgt. Teresa

Mossoni, 321st Missile Squadron
chef, NCOIC, F.E. Warren AFB,
Wyo.

First Sergeant of the Year -
Master Sgt. Stuart G. Smith, First
Sergeant, 50th Operations Sup-
port Squadron, Schriever AFB,
Colo.

Senior noncommissioned of-
ficer of the year - Senior Master
Sgt. Robert E. Schwanke, career
assistance advisor, 460th Air Base

Wing, Buckley
AFB, Colo.

Airman of
the Year - Air-
man 1st Class
Dillon G. Mills,
576th Flight Test
Squadron, Van-
denberg AFB,
Calif.

IMA of the
Year - Tech. Sgt. Terrence C.
Cosby, element leader, 45th Secu-
rity Forces Squadron, Patrick
AFB, Fla.

Becoming an OAY takes hard
work and perseverance.

“The Air Force ‘whole person’
concept just falls right into play,”
said Senior Airman Trey Goodwin,
50th Security Forces Squadron,
Schriever AFB, Colo. “Bettering
yourself, your community and the
environment you work in and put-

ting effort into your every-
day job is what it takes.”

Being an OAY is not
just an individual effort
according to Senior Mas-
ter Sgt. Daniel F. Cook,
576th Flight Test Squad-
ron, Vandenberg AFB,
Calif. It takes great super-
vision above you and
great troops below
you.The OAY were proud
and pleased to have made
it this far.

“I was shocked I made
it this far,” said Sgt.
Mossoni, AFSPC NCO of
the year. “It takes a lot of
involvement and leadership. You
have got to be a leader and take
care of your troops, they’re the
ones that help you get to this
level.”

The hard work of those that
made this a memorable week for
the OAY did not go unappreciated.
The reception was extraordinary,
according to Sgt. Cook. The OAY
were kept busy with different ac-
tivities, visits and briefings dur-
ing their stay.

“A lot of hard work went into
making sure that the OAY visit
and banquet went off without a
hitch,” said Master Sgt. Leopoldo
Perez Jr. “Many people have vol-

AFSPC Names Outstanding Airmen of the Year
Around The Air Force

     You have got to be a leader

and take care of your troops.

They’re the ones that help you

get to this level.”

--Tech. Sgt. Teresa Mossini

“
unteered their time and efforts to
help make this a memorable
event for the OAY. Special recog-
nition should go to the AFSPC
Top III, the Peterson and
Schriever first sergeant groups
and all the local sponsors.” Sgt.
Perez AFSPC command post
policy and procedures superin-
tendent, and a key member of the
OAY committee. The winners will
compete at the Air Force level for
selection as one of the Air Force’s
12 OAY. Annually, the Air Force
selects 12 top Airmen from a field
of 46 standouts representing or-
ganizations at all levels of com-
mand throughout the Air Force.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Lauren  Hasinger

AFSPC NCO OAY Tech. Sgt. Teresa Mossonini.
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The Jump

They’re So Money
Here are Saturday’s Texas Hold ‘em winners.

1. N1. N1. N1. N1. Nicholas Jicholas Jicholas Jicholas Jicholas Jumpumpumpumpump
$500 Gift C$500 Gift C$500 Gift C$500 Gift C$500 Gift Ceeeeertificrtificrtificrtificrtificatatatatate to e to e to e to e to AAFESAAFESAAFESAAFESAAFES

2. Sc2. Sc2. Sc2. Sc2. Scott Sheriffott Sheriffott Sheriffott Sheriffott Sheriff
$150 Gift C$150 Gift C$150 Gift C$150 Gift C$150 Gift Ceeeeertificrtificrtificrtificrtificatatatatate to e to e to e to e to AAFESAAFESAAFESAAFESAAFES

3. Damon C3. Damon C3. Damon C3. Damon C3. Damon Corororororsososososo
$100 Gift C$100 Gift C$100 Gift C$100 Gift C$100 Gift Ceeeeertificrtificrtificrtificrtificatatatatate to e to e to e to e to AAFESAAFESAAFESAAFESAAFES

4. Br4. Br4. Br4. Br4. Brad Cad Cad Cad Cad Cooloolooloolool
$75 Gift C$75 Gift C$75 Gift C$75 Gift C$75 Gift Ceeeeertificrtificrtificrtificrtificatatatatate to e to e to e to e to AAFESAAFESAAFESAAFESAAFES

55555.  J.  J.  J.  J.  Jason Hason Hason Hason Hason Hanusanusanusanusanus
$2$2$2$2$25 Gift C5 Gift C5 Gift C5 Gift C5 Gift Ceeeeertificrtificrtificrtificrtificatatatatate to e to e to e to e to AAFESAAFESAAFESAAFESAAFES

Over The Shoulder

Col. John D. Stevenson, Fort

D.A.Russell’s first post commander,

(background) keeps a watchful eye on

the players during Saturday’s No-

Limit Texas Hold ‘em Tournament at

the Trail’s End Club. More than 120

card sharks took a shot at the $850

in gift certificates to the base

exchange.

The next Texas Hold ‘em tournament

is scheduled for May 30. Photo by 1st Lt. Nicole Walters
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Warren Airman Enjoys
Writing, Work and
Discovering the
Deeper Meaning of
Everything

Who does Warren turn to when it
wants to protect valuable assets? They
turn to the 90th Communications Squad-
ron visual imagery and intrusion detec-
tion systems workers. Among the best is
Airman 1st Class Adam Diaz, a native of
sunny California and a man who’s not
afraid to think outside the box.

Describe your job.
There are two parts to my job. I work

on security systems, primarily in the
WSA. I also do maintenance on TV, radio,
broadcast and reception equipment. I
went through a year of tech. school before
I got here.

What is your favorite part?
I actually like to work. I never liked

taking off school when I was younger and
I don’t really like to take leave. I like
getting out there to do my job instead of
being behind a desk.

Why did you join?
I joined for education and to travel.

When I was in 8th grade, I forgot to
change into my PE clothes so my teacher
sent me to the new Army Cadet Corps
program. In high school I continued to
the Air Force JROTC. I enlisted right
after high school. I almost went Army
because that’s what I was first intro-
duced to.

How long
have you been
in?

A year and
eight months.

Other than
Warren, where’s
the coolest
place the Air
Force has taken
you?

Maryland.
There are a lot of
interesting things
to do there.

Who do you look up to?
My father. He’s a real honest guy and a

hard worker. He works six days a week
at his job. Even on his off time, he’s
always helping other people out. He’s the
best handyman I know.

What book can you read over and
over again?

The first book I remember reading was
“The Lord of the Flies.” That’s when I
first started to understand that some
books are written in the ‘English honors
deeper meaning stuff.’

What’s the last movie you saw in
the theater?

“Lord of the Rings: the Return of the
King.”

What’s something the people you
work with would be surprised to
know about you?

I like writing songs and poetry.

If you could have dinner delivered
to you from anywhere in the world
tonight, what would it be and where
from?

Orange chicken from anywhere.

Where are you originally from?
Hesperia, Calif. It’s about two hours

north of Los Angeles and Palm Springs.

What do you miss most about it?
The familiarity of being home. I just

came back from leave. They are doing so
much construction and changing every-
thing. It used to be a rural community,
now it’s changing. Cheyenne reminds me
of how my home used to be. That’s the
main reason I don’t mind living here.

If you could experience any mo-
ment in history, what would it be?

I’m not a big history buff. So I don’t
really know.

What CD is in your stereo right
now?

The Eminem Show.

When you were a kid, what did you
want to be when you grew up?

I wanted to be a policeman. Then I got
into music and wanted to do that for a
few years. After that, a friend suggested
that I become a psychologist. That’s still
something I want to do.

What’s your life’s motto?
‘Hope for the best; plan for the worst.’

People might see me as morbid for the
things I think about.

I perform actions to be ready if some-
thing bad were to occur, yet I still try to
live a happy life.
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Ask Lauren Beth

If she doesn’t know the answer,

there isn’t one.e-mail Lauren Beth at lauren.hasinger@warren.af.mile-mail Lauren Beth at lauren.hasinger@warren.af.mile-mail Lauren Beth at lauren.hasinger@warren.af.mile-mail Lauren Beth at lauren.hasinger@warren.af.mile-mail Lauren Beth at lauren.hasinger@warren.af.mil

Q- Lately I’ve heard a lot of acronyms like ATSO,

MOPP, IPE, JSLIST, etc. what do these mean, anyway?

A-  I tell you what, you sure came to the right place! ATSO
  means Ability to Survive and Operate. It’s the actions

you take to protect yourself before, during, and after an enemy
attack to decrease the likelihood of injury or death. MOPP stands
for Mission Oriented Protective Posture. It’s what pieces of pro-
tective clothing you will wear in a high threat location. There are
five MOPP Levels and three variations. The levels are 0-4 and
the variations are mask only. Check out your Airman’s Manual or
ATSO Guide for more information. IPE means Individual Protec-
tive Equipment-basically your chemical protective gear and field
gear. A JSLIST is a type of chemical protective suit called the
Joint Service Lightweight Integrated Suit Technology, it can also
be called the CPO, or Chemical Protectove Overgarment. A ZTP
is a Zone Transition Point, the place where you transition from
one chemical zone to another one with a different MOPP Level or
Alarm condition.

Your
Time is

Precious

Close
Dumpster
Lids After
Each Use

The Base Appearance Team is available
everyday. For more information, contact
Master Sgt. Nick Lumbrarez at 631-9419.


