Thunderbird Biographies

Lieutenant Colonel Michael Chandler

Commander/Leader
Lt. Colonel Michael Chandler, 40, in his first season as the commander/leader of the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” flies the No. 1 jet, leading all air demonstrations and commanding the 120-person squadron.  

Lt. Colonel Chandler entered the Air Force in 1986 upon graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  Before his assignment to the team, Lt. Colonel Chandler was a student at the School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL.  He has logged more than 3,400 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 3,000 hours in the A/OA-10, F-15C/D and F-16 C/D. 

Lt. Colonel Chandler calls Cedar Falls, IA, home.  He is married to the former Joni Campbell of Revere, MA, and they have 4 children: Katie, 5, Jack 4,  Sarah, 2, and Matthew, newborn.  

Major Mark Smith

Left Wing
Maj Mark Smith grew up in Washington D.C. He graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy with a Bachelor of Science degree in legal studies and entered the Air Force in 1992. 
 Maj Smith, 35, is in his second season flying the No. 2 jet as the left wingman in the Diamond Formation. Before joining the team, Maj Smith served as an instructor pilot and chief of scheduling with the F-16C Formal Training Unit, 310th Fighter Squadron, Luke Air Force Base, AZ. He has more than 1,900 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 1,600 hours in the F-16C/D.
 He is married to the former Dayna Johnson of Fargo, ND, and they have three children, Alexis, Olivia, and Mark Jr. 
Major Brian Burns

Right Wing
Major Brian Burns, 32, in his first season with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” flies the No. 3 jet as the right wing pilot in the diamond formation.

Major Burns entered the Air Force in 1993 upon graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  Before his assignment to the team, Major Burns served as an F-16 flight examiner and instructor with the 56th Operations Group, Luke Air Force Base, AZ.  He has logged more than 1,600 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 1,300 hours in the F-16 C/D. 

Major Burns calls Woodbridge, NJ, home. He is married to the former Kathryn Dullack of San Juan Capistrano, CA. ark 

Maj. Matthew Beckley

Slot

Major Matthew Beckley, 34, in his second season with the U. S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” flies the No. 4 jet as slot pilot in the diamond formation.  


Major Beckley entered the Air Force in 1992 from the Air Force Academy.  Before his assignment to the team, Major Beckley was an F-16C flight commander, instructor pilot and flight examiner for the F-16C Formal Training Unit, 308th Fighter Squadron, Luke Air Force Base, AZ.  He has logged more than 2,100 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 1,800 hours in the F-16C/D.


Major Beckley calls Springfield, MO, home.  He is married to the former Major Carolyn Stickell of Frederick, MD.

Maj Todd Canterbury

Lead Solo

Major Todd Canterbury, 33, in his third season with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” flies the No. 5 jet as the lead solo pilot.


Major Canterbury entered the Air Force in 1993 from the Arizona State University Reserve Officer Training Corps.  Before his assignment to the team, Major Canterbury served as an F-15E instructor pilot and flight commander with the U. S. Air Force Weapons School, Nellis Air Force Base, NV.  He has logged more than 2,700 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 2,400 hours in the F-15E and F-16C/D.


Major Canterbury calls Phoenix, AZ. home. He is married to the former Captain Kristie Cudd of Brenham, TX.

Major Scottie Zamzow

Opposing Solo

Major Scottie Zamzow, 32, in his first season with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” flies the No. 6 jet as the opposing solo pilot.

Major Zamzow entered the Air Force in 1994 from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  Before his assignment to the team, Major Zamzow served as a T-38 flight commander, instructor pilot, and flight examiner with the 90th Flying Training Squadron, Sheppard Air Force Base, TX.  He has logged more than 2,000 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 1,000 hours in the F-15E and F-16 C/D. 

Major Zamzow calls Victoria, Texas home. He is married to the former Landra Van Geem of Wichita Falls, TX.

Maj. Randy Redell

Operations Officer
Major Randy Redell, 36, in his second season with the U. S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, "Thunderbirds," flies the No. 7 jet as the squadron’s Operations Officer.  He oversees the operations of the squadron, flies safety chase, evaluates the demonstrations, and administers flight evaluations to the rated members of the team.  The No. 7 jet is used as the primary spare for all air demonstrations.  

Major Redell entered the Air Force in 1990 from the United States Air Force Academy. Before his assignment to the team, Major Redell was a 56th Fighter Wing flight examiner, instructor pilot and assistant operations officer for the F-16C Formal Training Unit, 62nd Fighter Squadron, Luke Air Force Base, AZ.  He has logged more than 2,200 hours as an Air Force pilot, including 2,000 hours in the F-16 A/B/C/D.  

Major Redell calls Westlake Village, CA, home. He is married to the former Tara Scanlan of Englewood, CO. They have a daughter, Katy, 9, and a son, Russell, 6.

Captain David Haworth

Advanced Pilot/Narrator

Captain David Haworth, 31, in his first season with the U. S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” flies the No. 8 jet as the team’s advance pilot and narrator. Arriving at each air demonstration site in advance of the main contingent, Captain Haworth ensures all arrangements for the performance are complete. He then narrates each demonstration. He also flies orientation flights in his No. 8 jet, a two-seat F-16D, which the team uses as a secondary spare for all air demonstrations.

Captain Haworth entered the Air Force in 1995 from the United States Air Force Academy.  Before his assignment to the team, Captain Haworth served as Chief of Flight Safety with the 51st Fighter Wing, Osan Air Base, South Korea.  He has logged more than 1,500 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 1,300 hours in the A/OA-10 and F-16 C/D. 

Captain Haworth calls Orange, TX, home. He is married to the former Kathryn Morse of Sebago Lake, ME, and they have one son, Christopher, 2.

Major Henry Lau

Flight Surgeon
Major Henry Lau, 36, in his first season with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, "Thunderbirds," is the team’s flight surgeon.

     
Major Lau entered the Air Force in 1992 from the Health Professions Scholarship Program.  Upon commissioning, he entered the Western University of the Health Sciences where he graduated with a medical degree in 1996 and completed a residency in Family Medicine at the University of California in 1999.  Before his assignment to the team, Dr. Lau served as Chief of Flight Medicine with the 99th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, Nellis Air Force Base, NV.  He has logged more than 100 hours as an Air Force flight surgeon including time in the F-16D, HH-60, HC-130. 

Major Lau calls Los Angeles, CA home. He is married to the former Kelly Jo Murphy of Clair, MI. 

Captain Sean Cotter

Executive Officer

Captain Sean Cotter, 31, in his second season with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” is the team’s executive officer.  He supervises executive support, information management, budget, training, and personnel selection.  He also manages overall squadron operations and serves as the squadron commander during the commander’s frequent deployments.

     
Captain Cotter entered the Air Force in 1995 upon graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  Prior to his assignment to the team, he served as Operations Officer for the Honolulu Military Entrance Processing Station in Pearl Harbor, HI. 

    
He is married to the former Ann-Margaret Roche of Atlanta, GA, and they have two children, Emily, 4, and Michael, 1. Captain Cotter calls Atlanta home.

Captain David Moreland

Maintenance Officer

Captain Moreland, 31, in his first season with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” is the team’s maintenance officer. He overseas nearly 90 aircraft maintainers and is responsible for keeping the squadron’s fleet of 11 F-16s mission ready.

Captain Moreland entered the Air Force in 1995 from United States Air Force Academy. Before his assignment to the team, Captain Moreland served as Maintenance Supervisor with the 58th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kirtland Air Force Base, NM.

Captain Moreland calls Cleveland, OH home. He is married to the former Michelle Gerbing of Seattle, WA, and they have one daughter, Ava, newborn.

Capt. Steven Rolenc

Public Affairs Officer

Capt. Steven Rolenc, 29, in his first year with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” is the team’s public affairs officer.  Captain Rolenc oversees the Thunderbirds’ publicity programs through his direction of specialists in public affairs, recruiting, photography, graphic arts and broadcasting.


Captain Rolenc entered the Air Force in 1997 from the United States Air Force Academy.  Before his assignment to the team, he served as the chief of public affairs for the 552nd Air Control Wing at Tinker Air Force Base, OK. 


Captain Rolenc calls Toms River, NJ, home.  He is married to the former Annie Nowakowski of Harrah, OK.

